Radiotherapy for a rising PSA following radical prostatectomy.
Controversy exists regarding the management of recurrent disease, heralded by a rising prostate specific antigen (PSA), in men who have undergone primary treatment of prostate cancer by radical prostatectomy. Although retrospective in nature, the use of salvage radiation therapy (RT) after prostatectomy has been extensively investigated and reported. Salvage RT alone is likely not optimal for every man presenting with recurrent disease after RP. Those with palpable recurrent disease or unfavorable disease characteristics are less likely to benefit from salvage RT alone and may respond better to a combined modality approach. However, early referral and proper patient selection maximizes the potential for durable biochemical control after salvage RT in men with rising PSA alone.